
Fall 2026 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

PLGL 222: INTRODUCTION TO LAW 
(3 semester hours) 

 
Online Course 

Lecture: Tuesday/Thursday, 3:30 – 4:45 PM 

Instructor: Professor W. Skyler Dooley 
Email: Skyler.dooley@tamuc.edu 

 

Required Texts 

Introduction to Law 

 

by Beth Walston-Dunham, J.D. | 7th Edition | Copyright 2020 

ISBN: 978-1-305-94864-8 or 978-1-337-41416-6 
 

Course Description 

This course provides an overview of the law and the legal system. Topics include basic legal 
concepts and terminology in various areas of the law; structure, jurisdictions, functions, practices, 
and political impact of the judicial system at the local, state, and national levels; current issues in 
law; and ethical obligations of the paralegal. 

 
Course Objectives 

The goal of this course is to enable the student to: 
• Understand the role of the paralegal as a legal professional and related ethics; 
• Identify the structure and procedures of federal and state court systems; 
• Identify functions and interrelationship of judicial, executive and legislative branches of 

government as well as administrative agencies; 
• Analyze various types of law in the context of factual scenarios. 
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Attendance/Participation Policy 

Attendance at the live lectures is required. If you miss more than 4 classes I reserve the right to 
drop you from the course. 

 
You are expected to know how to navigate and use the D2L platform by utilizing the trainings made 
available to you by the University. You are expected to attend and participate in the online live 
lectures each week. Live lectures are conducted using Zoom. You must prepare for the class 
discussion by reading ALL of the material assigned prior to class 
 
 
Disability Statement 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 
comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this 
legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 
provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring 
accommodation, please contact: 

 
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
Texas A&M University – Commerce 
Gee Library 
Room 132 
Phone: (903)886-5150 or (903)886-5835 
Fax: (903)468-8148 
StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

 
Nondiscrimination Statement 

 
Texas A&M University - Commerce will comply in the classroom, and in online courses, with all 
federal and state laws prohibiting discrimination and related retaliation on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, genetic information or veteran status. Further, an 
environment free from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender 
expression will be maintained. 

 
Campus Carry Statement 

Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, et al.) authorizes the carrying of a concealed 
handgun in Texas A&M University-Commerce buildings only by persons who have been issued and 
are in possession of a Texas License to Carry a Handgun. Qualified law enforcement officers or 
those who are otherwise authorized to carry a concealed handgun in the State of Texas are also 
permitted to do so. Pursuant to Penal Code (PC) 46.035 and A&M-Commerce Rule 34.06.02.R1, 
license holders may not carry a concealed handgun in restricted locations. For a list of locations, 
please refer to 
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyO 
fEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf (and/or consult your event organizer). Pursuant to PC 
46.035, the open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all A&M-Commerce campuses. Report 
violations to the University Police Department at 903-886-5868 or call 9-1-1. 
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Plagiarism Statement 
 

“Many people think of plagiarism as copying another's work, or borrowing someone else's original 
ideas. But terms like "copying" and "borrowing" can disguise the seriousness of the offense. 
 
As Instructor, I reserve the right to amend, modify, or alter this syllabus as the situation may 
require. (This is a wish list of what I would like to cover in this class this semester so don’t be 
surprised if the schedule is amended.) 

 
Tentative Course Reading Assignments 

 
Reading Assignments are Due prior to class on Tue. all other assignments will be due the Sunday 

of that week at 12:00PM 
Week 1 

Live lecture first class Aug 25th @ 3:30 PM 
Course Overview 
No Readings required lecture only  

Week 2 Aug 31-6 Sep 
Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 1 
Quiz  

 
Week 3 Sep 7-13 

Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 2:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 

 
Week 4 Sep 14-20 

Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 3:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 

 
Week 5 Sep 21-27 

Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 4:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 

Week 6 Sep 28 - 4 Oct 
Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 5:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 

 
Week 7 Oct 5–11  

Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 6:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 
Mid term Test 



 
 

Week 8 Oct 12-18 
Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 8:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 

 
Week 9 Oct 19-25 

Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 9:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 

 
Week 10 Oct 26 – 1 Nov 

Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 10:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 
 

Week 11 Nov 2-8  
Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 11:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 

Week 12 Nov 9-15 
Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 12:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 

 
Week 13 Nov 16-22 

Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 13:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 

Week 14 Nov 23-29 
Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 14:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 
 

Week 15 Nov 30-6 
Live lectures on Tue and Thur @ 3:30 PM  
Chapter 15:  
Assignment: Provided During Lecture 
 

Week 16           Dec 7-11 Finals Week 
 

Final 
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