
TAMU-Commerce 

Minor Applied Jazz Lessons 
MUS 151-197 

Spring 2024 Course Orientation 
 

 

Jack Courtright, director                           Meeting Time: Weekly TBD 

Office: Music Building 194                    Location: Music Building 194 

Band Office Phone: (903) 886-5248 

E-Mail: Jackson.Courtright@tamuc.edu 

Office Hours: By appointment 

 

Course Description 

 

Jazz lessons will allow the student to develop their understanding of jazz and jazz-adjacent music 

through the study of melody, harmony and rhythm with an emphasis on either improvisation or 

arranging. This course places an emphasis on listening to primary source recordings in order to 

internalize style and standard jazz repertoire.  

 

Course Content and Student Learning Objectives 

 

● The student will learn to play melodies and improvisations with appropriate rhythmic 

feel. 

● The student will understand the function and makeup of common jazz chords and how to 

improvise convincing phrases along with them. 

● The student will learn jazz style and vocabulary through transcription assignments of 

notable jazz melodies and solos, to be performed on the student’s own instrument. 

● The student will develop their listening skills by studying primary source recordings 

including but not limited to those by great players of their own instrument. 

● When applicable, the student will learn to compose and arrange jazz tunes in an idiomatic 

style for small and large ensembles. 

 

Grading: 

The student will be assigned a grade for each lesson based on their preparation of the 

assigned material. Assigned materials may include, but are not limited to jazz repertoire 

(melody and chord progression), scales, listening assignments, transcriptions, composed or 

arranged material. Grades will be assigned based on the following template: 

 

A - the student thoroughly prepared the assigned material to the best of their ability. 

B - the student prepared most of the assigned material with reasonable thoroughness. 

C - the student prepared some of the assigned material. 

D - the student did not seem to have worked on the assigned material. 

F - the student did not attend the lesson. 



 

Attendance: 

This course takes the form of weekly lessons. Students are expected to show up to each lesson on 

time with the lesson material prepared. When conflicts arise, lessons may be rescheduled (in-

person or virtually) based on instructor availability if conflicts are communicated in advance. 

Any lesson not shown up for will without prior communication will result in a lesson grade of F. 

 

 

Modality and Virtual Learning Expectations 

 

This course will be provided in a face-to-face format.  
 

The following expectations are provided should virtual synchronous class meetings be 

utilized for any reason:  

 

● Students should maintain a professional appearance as would be expected in the 

classroom.   
● Students attending synchronous classes should have their video turned on and be 

attentive throughout the class.  Please position your camera in a well-lit 

professional environment.  
● Virtual attendance will be taken for any class that is met virtually. 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND STATEMENTS 
 

Department of Music Mission Statement: 

The Music Department of Texas A&M University-Commerce promotes excellence in 

music through the rigorous study of music history, literature, theory, composition, pedagogy, and 

the preparation of music performance in applied study and ensembles to meet the highest 

standards of aesthetic expression. 

 

University Mission Statement: 

Texas A&M University-Commerce provides a personal educational experience for 

a diverse community of life-long learners. Our purpose is to discover and disseminate knowledge 

for leadership and service in an interconnected and dynamic world. Our challenge is to nurture 

partnerships for the intellectual, cultural, social, and economic vitality of Texas and beyond. 

TAMUC Attendance 

For more information about the attendance policy please visit the Attendance webpage and 

Procedure 13.99.99.R0.01. 

http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/generalInformation/attendance.aspx 
 

http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedur 

http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/generalInformation/attendance.aspx
http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/generalInformation/attendance.aspx
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/academic/13.99.99.R0.01.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/generalInformation/attendance.aspx
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedur


es/13students/academic/13.99.99.R0.01.pdf 
 

Academic Integrity 

Students at Texas A&M University-Commerce are expected to maintain high standards      of 

integrity and honesty in all of their scholastic work. For more details and the definition of 

academic dishonesty see the following procedures: 

 

UNDERGRADUATE POLICIES 

Undergraduate Academic Dishonesty 13.99.99.R0.03 

 

Undergraduate Student Academic Dishonesty Form 

 

http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/docume

nts/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyForm.pdf 

 

 

GRADUATE POLICIES 

http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/graduateschool/faculty/GraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyF

ormold.pdf 

 

Graduate Student Academic Dishonesty Form 

 

https://inside.tamuc.edu/aboutus/policiesproceduresstandardsstatements/rulesprocedures/13stude

nts/graduate/13.99.99.R0.10.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students with Disabilities 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 

provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other 

things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 

environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If  you have a 

disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: 

 

 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce        

Velma K. Waters Library Room 162 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Email: studentdisabilityservices@tamuc.edu 

Website: Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/academic/13.99.99.R0.01.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/undergraduates/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateAcademicDishonesty.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/documents/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyForm.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/documents/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyForm.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/documents/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyForm.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/graduateschool/faculty/GraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyFormold.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/graduateschool/faculty/GraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyFormold.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/graduateschool/faculty/GraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyFormold.pdf
https://inside.tamuc.edu/aboutus/policiesproceduresstandardsstatements/rulesprocedures/13students/graduate/13.99.99.R0.10.pdf
https://inside.tamuc.edu/aboutus/policiesproceduresstandardsstatements/rulesprocedures/13students/graduate/13.99.99.R0.10.pdf
mailto:studentdisabilityservices@tamuc.edu
http://www.tamuc.edu/campusLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/


http://www.tamuc.edu/campusLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServ
ices/ 

 

 

A&M Commerce Supports Students’ Mental Health 

The Counseling Center at A&M-Commerce, located in the Halladay Building, Room 203, offers 

counseling services, educational programming, and connection to community resources for 

students. Students have 24/7 access to the Counseling Center’s crisis assessment services by 

calling 903-886-5145. For more information regarding Counseling Center events and 

confidential services, please visit www.tamuc.edu/counsel 

 

Student Conduct and Tenets of Common Behavior: 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 

behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. 

The Code of Student Conduct is described in detail in the Current University Student 

Guidebook  

 

Students should also consult the Rules of Netiquette for more information regarding how to 

interact with students in an online forum: https://www.britannica.com/topic/netiquette 

 

Campus Concealed Carry Statement: 

Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, et al.) authorizes the carrying of a 

concealed handgun in Texas A&M University-Commerce buildings only by persons who have 

been issued and are in possession of a Texas License to Carry a Handgun. 

Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are otherwise authorized to carry a concealed 

handgun in the State of Texas are also permitted to do so. Pursuant to Penal Code (PC) 46.035 

and A&M-Commerce Rule 34.06.02.R1, license holders may not carry a concealed handgun in 

restricted locations. 

 

For a list of locations, please refer to the Carrying Concealed Handguns On Campus 

document and/or consult your event organizer.   

Web url: http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedur 

es/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf 
 

Pursuant to PC 46.035, the open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all A&M- 

Commerce campuses. Report violations to the University Police Department at 903- 886-

5868 or 9-1-1. 

 

Nondiscrimination Notice 

Texas A&M University-Commerce will comply in the classroom, and in online courses, with all 

federal and state laws prohibiting discrimination and related retaliation on the basis of race, 

color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, genetic information or veteran status. Further, 

http://www.tamuc.edu/campusLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/
http://www.tamuc.edu/campusLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/
http://www.tamuc.edu/counsel
https://www.britannica.com/topic/netiquette
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf


an environment free from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity, or 

gender expression will be maintained.   

 

Technology Requirements 

LMS 

All course sections offered by Texas A&M University-Commerce have a corresponding     

course shell in the myLeo Online Learning Management System (LMS). Below are technical 

requirements 

 

LMS Requirements: 

https://community.brightspace.com/s/article/Brightspace-Platform-Requirements 

 

LMS Browser Support: 

https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/brightspace/requirements/all/browser_suppo rt.htm 

 

Zoom Video Conferencing Tool 

https://inside.tamuc.edu/campuslife/CampusServices/CITESupportCenter/Zoom_Account.aspx?s

ource=universalmenu 

 

Access and Navigation 

 

You will need your campus-wide ID (CWID) and password to log into the course. If you do 

not know your CWID or have forgotten your password, contact the Center for IT Excellence 

(CITE) at 903.468.6000 or helpdesk@tamuc.edu. 

 

Note: Personal computer and internet connection problems do not excuse the requirement to 

complete all course work in a timely and satisfactory manner. Each student needs to have a 

backup method to deal with these inevitable problems. These methods might include the 

availability of a backup PC at home or work, the temporary use of a computer at a friend's 

home, the local library, office service companies, Starbucks, a TAMUC campus open 

computer lab, etc. 

 

Communication and Support 

If you have any questions or are having difficulties with the course material, please contact your 

Instructor. 

 

Technical Support 

If you are having technical difficulty with any part of Brightspace, please contact Brightspace 

Technical Support at 1-877-325-7778. Other support options can   be found here: 

 

https://community.brightspace.com/support/s/contactsupport 
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