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ART 380 / SECTION 01E / Experimental Concepts 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS: Spring 2023 
 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

 
Instructor: Josephine Durkin, Associate Professor of Art 
Office Location: A116 (Art building) and Sculpture Lab 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m,. by appointment 
Office Phone: 903.886.5208 (Main Art Office) 
Office Fax: 903.886.5987 

University Email Address: Josephine.Durkin@tamuc.edu 
Preferred Form of Communication: email  
Communication Response Time: 1- 3 business days 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11a.m. – 1:50 p.m. in the Sculpture Lab (ASL 
119) 

There are no textbooks required for this course. Any reading materials or video links will 
be distributed online through D2L, as needed, throughout the semester. Basic supplies 
(sketchbook, pencil and pen) are needed in each class. With the exception of certain 
creative exercises, this class is not medium-specific. Therefore, project materials will 
vary, and will depend on the goals and creative vision of each, individual student.  

Course Description 

This course teaches various methods that help students explore and navigate through 
the creative process. Students will complete various short-term assignments and 
exercises to help prepare for three, long-term projects. These projects focus on 
perception, text and time. Additionally, students will present all of their projects on a 
portfolio-based website (details to follow - you do not have to know how to create a 
website yet), which will serve as the final project in this class.  
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Reading and video assignments will be given throughout the semester. There are no 
textbooks required for this class. Any readings or videos will be provided in class or 
through D2L.  

Student Learning Outcomes  

 
At the conclusion of this course students should be able to demonstrate:  
 

• an increased understanding of the stages of the creative process 
 

• the ability to analyze and discuss, in an articulate, thoughtful manner, the work 
presented at class critiques; focusing on design, subject matter, content, and selection 
and utilization of materials and methods  

• the ability to present and install work in an effective way 
 

• the ability to formulate an artist’s statement which complements the creative work 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
Students taking this course must be self-motivated, self-directed and self-driven.  There 

are no specific skill-sets needed, as these will vary depending on the student’s interests 

and project needs.  
 
MATERIALS 
 
A sketchbook is required for taking notes, drawing, conceiving and communicating your 
projects and ideas. The sketchbook cannot have lined paper, and must be at least 8 x 
10 inches large. You may use a sketchbook that includes work for other classes, 
although work for other classes may not be presented as work for this class. Since this 
is not a medium-specific course, classes will not consist of material or technical-driven 
demonstrations. It is up to each student to research, access, try, explore and utilize 
whatever materials, techniques and assistance is needed for the development, 
construction and installation of their solution to each assignment.  
 
Students may use whatever medium (s) are best to communicate their ideas - as long 

as materials and processes fit within the student’s budget, and can be learned and 

utilized in time for the completion of the work by the critique deadline. In no way can it 
compromise, or have compromised, the health and safety of the student or others.  
 
Each student is responsible for researching, gathering, purchasing and gaining 
whatever materials and technical skills are necessary for the development, completion 
and installation of their project by the critique. As this is not a medium-specific course, it 
is impossible to estimate the cost of this class. There will be expenses and you must 
be able to commit resources to this course.  Material needs and expenses will vary 
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from person to person and project to project.  You should budget funds for this class 
commensurate with other art classes. 
 

Instructional Methods  

Student Responsibilities or Tips for Success in the Course 

 
Students’ grades will be determined by progress made on individual projects, as well as 
class, and out-of-class, participation. Students who are actively working, trying, thinking, 
doing, testing and researching materials, problem solving, as well as actively studying, 
looking and talking about art and engaging in critiques…are learning.   
 
If you are consistently, and actively, learning by doing - both in and out of class, while 
pushing yourself and striving for excellence, your efforts will naturally manifest in your 
work and class participation. Curiosity, ambition, creativity and persistent problem 
solving – especially through challenging assignments and ideas – are important. Do not 
give up. Work hard and wisely. Be open to possibilities, keep up and work consistently.  
 
Failure is successfully finding out what doesn’t work, which is absolutely necessary to 
succeed. This is valuable research. Failure requires effort. So yes, fail a lot, both in and 
out of class, and fail wisely. Take note of what did and didn’t work, and why. This goes 
for you, and for others. Google and YouTube are great for this research. Repeat, again 
and again, to achieve success. If something isn’t working – stop, and then try something 
else – a different material or method, until you get the optimal results. Patience and 
persistence is key.  
 

GRADING 

 
Final grades in this course will be based on the following scale:  
 

A = 90%-100% 

B = 80%-89% 

C = 70%-79% 

D = 60%-69% 

F = 59% or Below 

 
A (Excellent) will be given to those projects which undertake and successfully resolve 
creative and challenging solutions; which demonstrate superior conceptual, expressive, 
and technical abilities. A sustained and committed work ethic must be evident. 
 
B (Good) will be given to those projects that complete the requirements of the assignment 
in a creative way, display a good level of technique, and in which a good work ethic is 
evident. 
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C (Average) is given to those projects that satisfy the specifications of the assignment on 
an acceptable level. 
 
D (Passing - Minimum) will be given to those projects which attempt to address the 
assignment but which demonstrate a lack of understanding, a lack of creativity, poor 
quality of technique, and minimal effort. 
 
F (Failure) is given to those projects that show a complete lack of understanding, 
creativity, and effort. 
 

Assessments 

 
75% of your final grade will be based on the completion of 3 assigned projects: 
1.  The subjectivity of perception 
2.  Seeing, reading, and meaning: text in visual art 
3.  Time:  its experience and representation in art; artist statement required. 
 
15% of your final grade will be based on your participation in all aspects of the class, 
particularly as it pertains to attendance, preparation for class, and meaningful involvement 
in all class discussion, critiques, and exercises.  
 
10% of your final grade will be based on your final website (professional portfolio 
project). 
 
 
Your evaluation in this class will be based on the timely involvement with and completion 
of all work: projects, exercises, reading and writing assignments, and class presentation.  
The projects are open-ended and responses to each assignment can be infinite. There is 
no singular, correct solution that should be sought. The success of a work will depend on 
the quality and integrity of the work and the degree to which it demonstrates the following 
abilities and skills:  
 

• understanding and knowledge of the relevant issues 

• innovativeness and creativity  

• appropriate selection and expressive, resolved use of materials and techniques 
emphasizing excellent craftsmanship   

• sustained, consistent work ethic; effective time management skills 

• resolved and effective installation of the work at the critique   
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TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

LMS 

 
All course sections offered by Texas A&M University-Commerce have a corresponding 
course shell in the myLeo Online Learning Management System (LMS).  Below are 
technical requirements  
 
LMS Requirements: 
https://community.brightspace.com/s/article/Brightspace-Platform-Requirements 
 
LMS Browser Support: 
https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/brightspace/requirements/all/browser_suppo
rt.htm 
 
Zoom Video Conferencing Tool 
https://inside.tamuc.edu/campuslife/CampusServices/CITESupportCenter/Zoom_Accou
nt.aspx?source=universalmenu 

 

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION 

 
You will need your campus-wide ID (CWID) and password to log into the course. If you 
do not know your CWID or have forgotten your password, contact the Center for IT 
Excellence (CITE) at 903.468.6000 or helpdesk@tamuc.edu. 
 

Note: Personal computer and internet connection problems do not excuse the 
requirement to complete all course work in a timely and satisfactory manner. Each 
student needs to have a backup method to deal with these inevitable problems. These 
methods might include the availability of a backup PC at home or work, the temporary 
use of a computer at a friend's home, the local library, office service companies, 
Starbucks, a TAMUC campus open computer lab, etc. 
 

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

If you have any questions or are having difficulties with the course material, please 
contact your Instructor. 

Technical Support 

If you are having technical difficulty with any part of Brightspace, please 
contact Brightspace Technical Support at 1-877-325-7778. Other support options can 
be found here: 
 
https://community.brightspace.com/support/s/contactsupport   

https://community.brightspace.com/s/article/Brightspace-Platform-Requirements
https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/brightspace/requirements/all/browser_support.htm
https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/brightspace/requirements/all/browser_support.htm
https://inside.tamuc.edu/campuslife/CampusServices/CITESupportCenter/Zoom_Account.aspx?source=universalmenu
https://inside.tamuc.edu/campuslife/CampusServices/CITESupportCenter/Zoom_Account.aspx?source=universalmenu
mailto:helpdesk@tamuc.edu
https://community.brightspace.com/support/s/contactsupport
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Interaction with Instructor Statement 

 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

Course Specific Procedures/Policies 

 

Syllabus Change Policy 

The syllabus is a guide.  Circumstances and events, such as student progress, may 
make it necessary for the instructor to modify the syllabus during the semester.  Any 
changes made to the syllabus will be announced in advance. 
 

University Specific Procedures 

Student Conduct 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and 
acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  The Code of 
Student Conduct is described in detail in the Student Guidebook. 
http://www.tamuc.edu/Admissions/oneStopShop/undergraduateAdmissions/studentGuidebook.as

px 

 
Students should also consult the Rules of Netiquette for more information regarding 
how to interact with students in an online forum: 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/netiquette 

TAMUC Attendance 

For more information about the attendance policy please visit the Attendance webpage 
and Procedure 13.99.99.R0.01. 
http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/generalInformation/attendance.aspx 
 
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedur
es/13students/academic/13.99.99.R0.01.pdf 
 

Academic Integrity 

Students at Texas A&M University-Commerce are expected to maintain high standards 
of integrity and honesty in all of their scholastic work.  For more details and the 
definition of academic dishonesty see the following procedures: 
 
Undergraduate Academic Dishonesty 13.99.99.R0.03 
Undergraduate Student Academic Dishonesty Form 
 

http://www.tamuc.edu/Admissions/oneStopShop/undergraduateAdmissions/studentGuidebook.aspx
http://www.tamuc.edu/Admissions/oneStopShop/undergraduateAdmissions/studentGuidebook.aspx
http://www.tamuc.edu/Admissions/oneStopShop/undergraduateAdmissions/studentGuidebook.aspx
https://www.britannica.com/topic/netiquette
http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/generalInformation/attendance.aspx
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/academic/13.99.99.R0.01.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/generalInformation/attendance.aspx
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/academic/13.99.99.R0.01.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/academic/13.99.99.R0.01.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/undergraduates/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateAcademicDishonesty.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/documents/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyForm.pdf
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http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedur
es/documents/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyForm.pdf 
 
Graduate Student Academic Dishonesty Form 
 
http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/graduateschool/faculty/GraduateStudentAcademicDis
honestyFormold.pdf 
 
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedur
es/13students/undergraduates/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateAcademicDishonesty.pdf 
 
 
 
 

Students with Disabilities-- ADA Statement 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 
provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other 
things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a 
learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If 
you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: 
 
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Velma K. Waters Library Rm 162 
Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468-8148 
Email: studentdisabilityservices@tamuc.edu 

Website: Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

http://www.tamuc.edu/campusLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServ
ices/ 

Nondiscrimination Notice 

Texas A&M University-Commerce will comply in the classroom, and in online courses, 
with all federal and state laws prohibiting discrimination and related retaliation on the 
basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, genetic information or 
veteran status. Further, an environment free from discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression will be maintained. 

Campus Concealed Carry Statement 

  
Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, et al.) authorizes the carrying of a 
concealed handgun in Texas A&M University-Commerce buildings only by persons who 
have been issued and are in possession of a Texas License to Carry a Handgun. 
Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are otherwise authorized to carry a 

http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/documents/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyForm.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/documents/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyForm.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/graduateschool/faculty/GraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyFormold.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/graduateschool/faculty/GraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyFormold.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/graduateschool/faculty/GraduateStudentAcademicDishonestyFormold.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/undergraduates/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateAcademicDishonesty.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/undergraduates/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateAcademicDishonesty.pdf
mailto:studentdisabilityservices@tamuc.edu
http://www.tamuc.edu/campusLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/
http://www.tamuc.edu/campusLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/
http://www.tamuc.edu/campusLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/
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concealed handgun in the State of Texas are also permitted to do so. Pursuant to Penal 
Code (PC) 46.035 and A&M-Commerce Rule 34.06.02.R1, license holders may not 
carry a concealed handgun in restricted locations.  
 
For a list of locations, please refer to the Carrying Concealed Handguns On Campus  
document and/or consult your event organizer.   
 
Web url: 
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedur
es/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf  
 
Pursuant to PC 46.035, the open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all A&M-
Commerce campuses. Report violations to the University Police Department at 903-
886-5868 or 9-1-1. 
 

A&M-Commerce Supports Students’ Mental Health 

The Counseling Center at A&M-Commerce, located in the Halladay Building, Room 
203, offers counseling services, educational programming, and connection to 
community resources for students. Students have 24/7 access to the Counseling 
Center’s crisis assessment services by calling 903-886-5145. For more information 
regarding Counseling Center events and confidential services, please visit 
www.tamuc.edu/counsel 
 

Department or Accrediting Agency Required Content 

 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR 

 
We will begin with the following skeleton of due dates. This schedule of due dates 
is subject to change. Students will be notified of any changes in advance. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays not listed below will consist of studio work time, 
demonstrations, as well as lecture, videos and class discussions. 
 
Thursday, January 11th: First Class Day 
(Introduction / Review Syllabus and Introduce First Assignment) 
 
Creative exercise assignments (Beginning of the semester) 
 
Thursday, February 8th: Perspective project is due at the beginning of class (Critique) 
 
Tuesday, February 13th: Introduction to the second assignment 
 
*The syllabus/schedule are subject to change. 
 

http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/counsel
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Thursday, March 7th: Text project is due at the beginning of class (Critique) 
 
Week of March 13th: Spring Break (Campus is closed) 
 
Tuesday, March 19th: Introduction to the third assignment 
 
Thursday, April 18th: Time project is due at the beginning of class (Critique) 
 
Tuesday, April 23rd: Introduction to final project (website assignment) 
 
Thursday, May 2nd (Last class day: Website projects due) 
 
Tuesday, May 7th (Class clean-up / Wrap Up) 
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