COUN 660.001: DOCTORAL FIELD EXPERIENCE-
ADVANCED PRACTICUM
FALL 2017
CHEC
Mondays (7:20pm-10pm)

Instructor: Chris Simpson, Ph.D., LPC-S
Department of Counseling
Texas A&M University-Commerce
Binnion 226A
PO Box 3011
Commerce, Texas 75429-3011
E-mail: chris.simpson@tamuc.edu
Phone: Commerce (903) 886-5637
Fax (903) 886-5780
Office Hours for Fall:
M 10a-12pm in Commerce; 5-7pm in McKinney
F 2-4pm in Commerce
Office hours may be arranged as needed

CATALOG DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

660. Doctoral Field Experience. Three (3) semester hours.

Advanced Practicum include 300 clock hours of supervised clinical work in an approved site
where students engage in counseling activities with individuals, families, couples, and/or
groups, with attention to broadening and refining advanced counseling skills. The remaining six
semester hours (600 clock hours) include 300 clock hours of clinical experience in an approved
site. During this time students are expected to expand their counseling, teaching, and
supervision skills. Prerequisites (or taken concurrently with): Coun 610; and consent of Doctoral
Internship Coordinator. [NOTE: This is the revision submitted for the next catalog.]

GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

The first semester of this course (Advanced Practicum) includes a minimum of 300 clock hours
of supervised clinical work at an approved Clinical/School site. Group supervision, weekly
individual and/or triadic supervision is provided throughout the semester by the instructor of
record.

OBJECTIVES

Students will:

1. Develop and document a complete DSM multi-axial diagnosis and comprehensive treatment
Plan;

2. Assess and document client potential for self harm or harm to others (eg. assessment of
risk and intervention & prevention);

3. Demonstrate knowledge of major diagnosis including phenomenology of the disorder and
diagnostic criteria;

4. Demonstrate knowledge of major psychotherapeutic approaches;

5. Develop interpersonal and communication skills including the ability to clearly and succinctly
transmit (verbally & in writing) information as well as perform consultations and make
appropriate referrals.
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CONTENT AREAS include, but are not limited to, the following:
I.  Orientation to the framework of an active clinic practice.
II.  Application of advanced counseling skills in a clinical setting

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION
Training sessions, discussion, and supervised practice.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Students enrolled in COUN 660-Advanced Practicum will attend staffing sessions held
Mondays, 7:20pm-10pm at the Main Campus in Commerce. Attendance at staffing is
mandatory. Please inform me if you will miss any class meetings.

To complete the course, each student must complete 300 total hours. 100 of those hours will be
direct client contact. These direct hours will minimally include work from the following areas:
individual counseling and group counseling.

STUDENT PERFORMANCE EVALUATION CRITERIA AND PROCEDURES
The student will be given a grade of S (satisfactory) or U (unsatisfactory) at the completion of
the semester based on the following:

1. The Department of Counseling is obligated by professional ethics (see ACA Code of
Ethics, 2013) and University procedure to assess students as to their potential for
meeting the expectations of the professional counseling field. The Counseling Student
Competency Evaluation will be used as a basis for assessment. Copies of the CSCE are
available from the Department website or by contacting the Department of Counseling
office.

2. Students will complete a 10 page book review of two theoretically consistent texts. In
conjunction with the book review, the student will complete a case conceptualization and
tape that demonstrates understanding of the theory. The hardcopy of these materials is
due on November 27 in conjunction with the tape and case conceptualization
assignment.

3. Students are required to bring recorded interactions with clients to each staffing as
scheduled.

4. Students will turn in one taped assignment. This assignment is due on Note that
another tape will be turned in with the book review and case conceptualization on
November 27.

5. Students will meet with the instructor on October 16 and December 4 for mid-term and
final evaluations, respectively. Individual times will be set for these meetings.

Evaluation

Attendance and Participation 15 points

Basic Taping Assignment 25 points

Book Review, Conceptualization & Tape 60 points (20 points each)
Total 100 points

REQUIRED TEXT(S) AND/OR READING(S)
Text and/or articles and other scholarly materials will be assigned as needed in the course and,
for the most part, will be offered through e-College.



ATTENDANCE

The student is expected to attend class regularly. If the student misses 2 or more class
meetings, a grade of “U” or Unsatisfactory will be assigned or the student will be encouraged to
drop the course. Additionally, if a student attends class late by a margin of 20 minutes or greater
on four different occasions, the student will be assigned a grade of “U” or be encouraged to drop
the course.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that
provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other
things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning
environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a
disability requiring an accommodation, please contact:

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services

Texas A&M University-Commerce

Gee Library, Room 132

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835

Fax (903) 468-8148

StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu

CONDUCT AND ACADEMIC HONESTY

"All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and
acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment." (See Student's Guide
Handbook, Polices and Procedures, Conduct) “Graduate students at Texas A&M University-
Commerce are expected to maintain high standards of integrity and honesty in all their
scholastic work.” (See Section A13.12, Academic Honesty, A&M-Commerce Procedures.)

UNIVERSITY CLOSING DUE TO WEATHER
Check http://www.tamu-commerce.edu/ regarding class cancellations. Also, KETR radio on
88.9 FM and television channels 4, 5, and 8 (channel 7 for Tyler & Longview Area).
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Tentative Course Schedule

8/27 Introductions, Orientation of class.
9/03 Labor Day. University Closed
9/10 Case Discussion and presentation
9/17 Case Discussion and presentation
9/24 Case Discussion and presentation
10/01 Case Discussion and presentation
10/08 Case Discussion and presentation
10/15 Individual Meetings

10/22 Case Discussion and presentation
10/29 Case Presentation and presentation
11/05 Case Discussion and presentation
11/12 Case Discussion and presentation
11/19 Thanksgiving Break. No class.
11/26 Case Discussion and presentation

Case Conceptualization, Book Report, and Recording Due

12/03 Individual Meetings.
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