
THE 480 Lyric Theatre  

COURSE SYLLABUS: Spring 2016 

T/R 12:30 PM-1:45 PM PERFORMING ARTS 

CENTER #112 

Kelsey Cooper, Adjunct Professor of Theatre 

Office Hours: T/R 10:45-12:30 or by 

appointment. PAC 100 

The information presented in this syllabus is subject to change with adequate notification. 

 

Required Textbook: 

Musical Theater: An Appreciation by Alyson McLamore, Pearson Prentice Hall, 2004. 

 

Catalog Course Description: 

This course will concern the questions and problems raised by the fusion of words and music in musical 

theatre. Classical and popular repertory from many different nations and cultures are examined. 

 

Course Introduction: 

This course will provide a thorough grounding in the history of Western musical theatre, and introduce a 

number of non-Western forms. Students will become familiar with major movements and practitioners, as 

well as acquiring an appreciation of musical elements. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: By the end of this semester, the student will be able to: 

1. Identify and discuss the major practitioners, shows, and movements of Western musical theatre. 

2. Analyze the musical elements in any piece from musical theatre. 

3. Identify and discuss the non-Western forms presented during the course. 

4. Analyze and contextualize any piece of Western musical theatre. 

5. Create and deliver a powerful presentation using multimedia software. 

6. View, analyze and perform pieces from the shows discussed. 

 

Instructional / Methods / Activities Assessments: 

You are expected to do the reading in advance, and come to class prepared to participate in discussion. 

 

Assignments: 

1. Quizzes. Quizzes will test your understanding of the glossary terms in the material covered (the terms 

are in bold in the textbook). The quizzes will be administered in class. See the course schedule for dates.  

2. Chapter presentations. Students will team up in groups of two at the beginning of the semester. 

Teams will present chapters from the textbook, using multimedia software (No Powerpoints.) Teams will 

not be responsible for playing and analyzing the musical examples at the end of the text – the instructor 

will do this. Additional instructions will be distributed. These are due by email before noon on the day 

your present. 

3. Show selection Presentation-each student will research a musical that could possible fit into an 

upcoming season. Parameters and expectations will be administered at a later date. 

4. Research papers. You will research and write a 3-4 page research paper on an element of Lyric Theatre 

we have studied. Topics can include composers, cast members, the journey the show took from an idea to 

the Broadway stage, any revivals that have made it back to Broadway, adaptations to and from screen, 

historical significance of the show, technical advances, etc. 

5. Musical Film Viewing Presentations. Each class member will choose a film from the time period we 

are currently studying and create a presentation to inform the class. Assignment sheets for the Viewing 

Presentations will be handed out specifying format and content. 

6. Midterm exam. This will test the student's understanding of the material through the midterm. 

7. Final exam. A comprehensive exam covering the material for the entire semester. 



 

All assignments must be neatly typed (no larger than 12-point font), double spaced, with margins no 

larger than 1.25 inches. Pages must be stapled together in the upper left hand corner. (No paper clips, torn 

corners or folder covers please.) Assignments that are not stapled will not be accepted. Buy a stapler 

today! Assignment may not be longer or shorter than indicated. Additional instructions will be issued for 

the formatting of your research paper. 

 

Grading: 

Attendance, Preparation and Participation 15% 

Quizzes 10% 

Chapter/Show Selection presentations 10% 

Musical Viewing Presentations 10% 

Research papers 15% 

Midterm exam 20% 

Final exam 20% 

 

GRADING SCALE: The following grading scale will be used to determine all individual grades as well 

as the student’s overall grade in the course: 

. A 90%-100% (Exceptional Quality Work) 

. B 80%-89% (Above Average Quality Work) 

. C 70%-79% (Average Quality Work) 

. D 60%-69% (Below Average Quality Work) 

F 0%-59% (Fails to Meet Acceptable Expectations in Quality of Work) 

 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

WORKING EMAIL REQUIREMENT: It is a course expectation that you have a working email address 

that you check daily. If you have not already acquired an email address through the university or 

otherwise, please make arrangements to do so before the next class meeting. There may be times that I 

need to contact you with important information and email is often the speediest and easiest way of doing 

so. 

 

WRITTEN WORK: Unfortunately, papers/projects do occasionally get lost. Please, for your sanity, save 

your work on a disc or thumb drive, etc. Do not depend on your paper staying on the hard drive of any 

University computer, as it will be deleted, altered, or worse – turned in by someone else as their work! Be 

aware that it is a course expectation that you keep copies of your assignments until you receive your final 

grade for the semester. 

 

Contacting the instructor: Please feel free to visit me during my office hours at any time during the 

semester. I am here to help! If you can’t make my office hours due to a scheduling conflict, please set up 

an appointment with me. It is not an imposition. If something is occurring that is presenting you with 

difficulties with this class, let me know. Don’t be intimidated. Talk to me! The easiest and most reliable 

way to contact me is via email. I check it fairly frequently. Please do not leave a message for me in the 

main department office. 

 

Student Resources: 

Department of Mass Media, Communication and Theatre 

Performing Arts Center (PAC) #101 

Phone: 903-886-5346 (Main Office) http://www.tamu-commerce.edu/mmct/default.asp 



 

Communication Skills Center 

Hall of Languages #103 http://www.tamu-commerce.edu/litlang/CSC/index.htm 

 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

Course Specific Policies and Procedures: 

 

ATTENDANCE: This course follows the attendance policy found in the general catalog. After your third 

unexcused absence, there will be a 5% grading penalty per absence. A sixth unexcused absence may lead 

to administrative withdrawal. In order for an absence to be excused, you must contact the instructor in 

advance and/or provide documentation.If your partner is absent on the day of the presentation, it is your 

responsibility to proceed with the presentation. If you are absent on the day of your presentation, and have 

not made arrangements with your partner or notified the instructor, your presentation grade will be 

penalized. 

 

*for more information on the university attendance policy please go to the following link: http:// 

www7.tamu-commerce.edu/registrar/attendance.asp 

 

LATE ARRIVALS: I take role at the beginning of every class period. If you arrive after I have taken role, 

then you are late. It is your responsibility to make sure that you find me after class and document your late 

attendance for the day—otherwise, your initial marked absence documented during roll will remain. Also, 

you are expected to stay until you are dismissed from class. Two late arrivals or early departures (or any 

combination of the two) will be counted as one absence in the class. 

 

ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY: 

 

Cell phones, text message, social media, etc.-Use of cell phones, messaging devices, and other electronic 

devices (for example, recording devices, music players, PDAs, computers) is prohibited in class unless 

specifically permitted by the instructor, or if the device is being used as a component of class learning 

activities. Failure to abide by this electronic device policy may result in corrective action by the faculty 

instructor. This may include being marked absent on the day of the infraction. Computer use during class 

time is limited to course-relevant activity. Web-surfing, video watching, etc. are not allowed. 

 

Class recording/image capture-The use of personal recording devices (tape, digital, video, web camera, 

etc.) requires instructor approval. 

Student should request permission to record class activity in writing. 

 

LATE WORK: Written assignments are due at the beginning of the class period – otherwise they will 

becounted late. Late written work/projects will be deducted a full letter grade each class session after the 

Assigned due date. This means that if you have to be absent for some reason on the day a written 

assignment is due, you must give your assignment to one of your classmates to hand in for you, or you 

will receive a grading deduction. No assignments will be accepted more than one class period late. Work 

will not be accepted by e-mail unless specfied. 

 

EXTRA CREDIT: As a general rule, there is no extra credit offered in this class– please, do not even ask. 

In the rare instance that an extra credit opportunity arises, that opportunity will 

be announced and equally available to all members of the class. 

 



 

FOOD, DRINK, GUM, and SMOKING: Please do not bring food or drinks into the classroom at any time 

(exception: you may bring bottled water with you to class). Students are not allowed to smoke during 

class time – even when in individual/partner rehearsals at an outside location. 

 

University Specific Policies and Procedures: 

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: This course adheres strictly to the college’s guidelines for Academic 

Dishonesty printed in the Student’s Guide Handbook. Plagiarism, cheating, or otherwise representing 

another’s work or ideas as your own without proper attribution will not be tolerated. All work must be 

new and created for this class during this semester by you. It is your responsibility to ensure that you 

understand the definition of Academic Dishonesty at Texas A&M-Commerce. If such an instance occurs, 

the student will receive an automatic zero for the work in question, and I will immediately report the 

incident to the Head of the Department. (You should be aware that this could result in dismissal from 

school without credit for the semester.) 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal 

antidiscrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. 

Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 

environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability 

requiring an accommodation, please contact: 

 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services Texas A&M University-Commerce 

James G. Gee Library 

Room 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu 

 

*Note: Please be aware that under no circumstances can I implement any disability accommodations 

without official documentation from the Office of Student Disability Resources and Services at Texas 

A&M University - Commerce. 

 

STUDENT CONDUCT: All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common 

decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See Student’s Guide 

Handbook, Policies and Procedures, Conduct.) 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR-PLEASE UPDATE AS WE DRAW FOR DATES 

 

Tuesday, January 19 Introduction Syllabus, 

Assign Dates  

 Thursday, January 21 Chapters 1-3 Assignment 
#1 Due 

Tuesday, January 26 Chapters 4-6 Assignment  

 

 

Thursday, January 28 No Class 

Tuesday, February 2  No Class 

Thursday, February 4 Vocab Quiz Chapters 1-6, 
Chs.7-9 



Tuesday, February 9  Chapters  10-12 

Thursday, February 11 Chapters 14-15 Group #1 

Tuesday, February 16 Vocab Quiz Chapters 7-15 
Chs. 16-18 

Thursday, February 18   Chapters 19-21      
Group #2 

Tuesday, Feb 23 Vocab Quiz Chapters 16-21, 
Chs. 22-24 

Thursday, February 25 Chapters 25-27 

Tuesday, March 1 Vocab Quiz 22-27, Film 
Reports #1-3  

Thursday, March 3 Chapters 28- 29 Group #3 

Tuesday, March 8 Mid-term  

Thursday, March 10 Chapters 30-33 

Spring Break March 15 and 17 

Tuesday, March 22 Paper #1 Due Chs. 34-36  

Thursday, March 24 Vocab Quiz Chapters 28-36, 
Chs. 37-38  

Tuesday, March 29 Film Reports #4-6 Due 

Thursday, March 31 Chapters 39-40 Group #4 

Tuesday, April  5 Chapters 41-42  

Thursday, April 7 Chapters 43-44  

 

Tuesday, April 12 Vocab Quiz Chapters 37-44 
Musical Theatre Now 

Thursday, April 14 Musical Theatre around the 
World 

Tuesday, April 19 Musical Theatre Tech 

Thursday, April 21 NO CLASS!! UIL!!! 

 Tuesday, April 26 Final Exam 

Thursday, April 28 Show Selection Presentation 

Tuesday, May 3 Film Reports #7&8 Due 

Thursday, May 5 Paper #2 Due via email by 2pm 

Chapter Groups: 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

Movie Presentations: 

1-                                              7- 

2-                                                8- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

6-



 


