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Office Phone: 903.468.8625

Office Fax: 903.886.5980

University Email Address: Hunter.Hayes@tamuc.edu

COURSE INFORMATION

Materials — Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings

Textbook(s) Required

Kingsley Amis, Lucky Jim (Penguin) ISBN 978140186307

Ann Charters, The Portable Beat Reader (Penguin) ISBN 97842437537

Gregory Corso, The Happy Birthday of Death (New Directions) ISBN 0811200272
------ ., Elegiac Feelings American (New Directions) ISBN 0811200264

Jack Kerouac, ON the Road (Penguin) ISBN 9780142437254

Philip Larkin, Collected Poems (FSG) ISBN 0374529205

John Osborne, Look Back in Anger (Penguin) 0140481753

Optional

Peter Hennessy, Having It So Good: Britain in the Fifties (Penguin) ISBN
0141004096

Robert Von Hallberg, American Poetry and Culture, 1945-1980 (Harvard)
0674030125

Course Description

This course follows a transatlantic theme by studying two literary and cultural
movements in the United States and United Kingdom during the post-WWII years,
a time when the US entered a supposed period of pax Americana and Great Britain
faced a culture of austerity. By examining important writers and works during the
postwar years in both nations, we will see how younger writers sought more
freedoms by responding to social, cultural and political restrictions, creating new
voices and characters that sought to articulate the concerns of a new “lost
generation,” one more inclined to embrace popular culture than high modernism.



One goal of the course is to gain an appreciation for the ways that the writers in
and affiliated with these two loose groups have exerted a lasting influence beyond
literature.

Primary readings for this course will consist of two novels (Amis and Kerouac), one
play (Osborne), and a host of poems. In short, there will be a little of everything
over five weeks including the proverbial kitchen sink. Since this is an online course
all students should plan to engage regularly and productively in discussions; write
two brief response papers (5-8 pp. each); and to provide an online presentation on
a topic relevant to the course material.

Student Learning Outcomes
1. Students will demonstrate their understanding of selected American and

British texts of the postwar period as measured by the students’ critical
response papers.

2. Students will demonstrate mastery of an assigned subject as measured by
the students’ performance on an online presentation.

3. Students will demonstrate that their active and engaged members of the
course as measured by the quality and quantity of regular course discussions.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Instructional / Methods / Activities Assessments

The student's performance in the following areas will determine the student's grade
for this course:

e Assigned Topic Presentation (50% of course grade)

Presentations, which will be posted in the discussion section for all class members
to read, must include the following elements:

eoverview (approximately five double-spaced pages), which may include
biographical information;

eenumerative bibliography (primary and selected critical texts);

eother significant information.

o Weekly Critical Responses (Weeks 2-4) (30% of course grade)

During weeks two, three and four all students must post to the discussion site a
thoughtful, critical response to a particular text or group of texts from the
respective week's reading selections. Discussions should be about 700-1,000 words
(about 3-4 pp.). You may explicate a work or take a slightly less formal critical
approach.



¢ Class Participation (20% of course grade)

Participation grades require completing all assignments, including readings in a
timely fashion; productive use of discussions and thoughtful replies to other
discussion posts. Post initial responses by Friday of each week; this consideration
will allow other students time to read and think about your post.

GRADING

Scale used to compute final letter grades:
90-100
80-89
70-79
: 60-69
: 59-Below

moow>x

e No work submitted late will be accepted. All work not submitted on time will
receive a grade of zero (0).

e No extra credit work will be assigned.

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS

e To fully participate in online courses, you will need to use a current, Flash
enabled browser. For PC users, the suggested browser is Internet
Explorer 9.0 or 10. For Mac users, the most current update of Firefox is
suggested.

* You will need regular access to a computer with a broadband Internet
connection. The minimum computer requirements are:
o 512 MB of RAM, 1 GB or more preferred
o Broadband connection required courses are heavily video
intensive
o Video display capable of high-color 16-bit display 1024 x 768 or
higher resolution

 You must have a:
o sound card, which is usually integrated into your desktop or
laptop computer
o speakers or headphones.

 Depending on your course, you might also need a:
o webcam
o microphone



For courses where interactive tools are used, like VoiceThread or
ClassLive Pro, headphones are suggested for use with recording and
playback. We recommend a webcam with an integrated microphone, such
as the Microsoft LifeCam Cinema. All devices should be installed and
configured before class begins.

e Both versions of Java (32 bit and 64 bit) must be installed and up to date
on your machine. Java can be downloaded at:
http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp

e Current anti-virus software must be installed and kept up to date.

* You will need some additional free software for enhanced web browsing.
Ensure that you download the free versions of the following software:
o Adobe Reader
o Adobe Flash Player

e At a minimum, you must have Microsoft Office 2013, 2010, 2007 or Open
Office. Microsoft Office is the standard office productivity software utilized
by faculty, students, and staff. Microsoft Word is the standard word
processing software, Microsoft Excel is the standard spreadsheet
software, and Microsoft PowerPoint is the standard presentation software.
Copying and pasting, along with attaching/uploading documents for
assignment submission, will also be required. If you do not have Microsoft
Office, you can check with the bookstore to see if they have any student
copies.

» For additional information about system requirements, please see:
https://secure.ecollege.com/tamuc/index.learn?action=technical

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION

Pearson LearningStudio (eCollege) Access and Log in
Information

This course will be facilitated using Pearson LearningStudio, the learning
management system used by Texas A&M University-Commerce. To get
started with the course, go to: http://www.tamuc.edu/myleo.aspx.

You will need your CWID and password to log in to the course. If you
do not know your CWID or have forgotten your password, contact
Technology Services at 903.468.6000 or helpdesk@tamuc.edu.

It is strongly recommended that you perform a “"Browser Test” prior to the
start of your course. To launch a browser test, login to Pearson


http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp
https://secure.ecollege.com/tamuc/index.learn?action=technical
http://www.tamuc.edu/myleo.aspx

LearningStudio, click on the ‘myCourses’ tab, and then select the “"Browser
Test” link under Support Services.

Pearson LearningStudio Student Technical Support

Texas A&M University-Commerce provides students technical support in the
use of Pearson LearningStudio.

Technical assistance is available 24 hours a day/ 7 days a week.
If at any time you experience technical problems (e.g., you can't log in to
the course, you can't see certain material, etc.) please contact the Pearson

LearningStudio Help Desk, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

The student help desk may be reached by the following means 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

e Chat Support: Click on 'Live Support’ on the tool bar within your
course to chat with a Pearson LearningStudio Representative.

e Phone: 1-866-656-5511 (Toll Free) to speak with Pearson
LearningStudio Technical Support Representative.

e Email: helpdesk@online.tamuc.org to initiate a support request with
Pearson LearningStudio Technical Support Representative.

Accessing Help from within Your Course: Click on the 'Tech Support’
icon on the upper left side of the screen inside the course. You will then be
able to get assistance via online chat, email or by phone by calling the Help
Desk number noted below.

Note: Personal computer problems do not excuse the requirement to
complete all course work in a timely and satisfactory manner. Each student
needs to have a backup method to deal with these inevitable problems.
These methods might include the availability of a backup PC at home or
work, the temporary use of a computer at a friend's home, the local library,
office service companies, an Internet cafe, or a bookstore, such as Barnes &
Noble, etc.

Policy for Reporting Problems with Pearson LearningStudio

Should students encounter Pearson LearningStudio based problems while
submitting assignments/discussions/comments/exams, the following
procedure MUST be followed?


file://ctis/dfsroot/FCTT/Instructional%20Design%20Unit%20Files/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/derrcammi/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YE1SXF8H/helpdesk@online.tamuc.org

1. Students must report the problem to the help desk. You may reach the
helpdesk at helpdesk@online.tamuc.org or 1-866-656-5511

2. Students MUST file their problem with the helpdesk and obtain a
helpdesk ticket number

3. Once a helpdesk ticket number is in your possession, students should
email me to advise me of the problem and to provide me with the
helpdesk ticket number

4. At that time, I will call the helpdesk to confirm your problem and
follow up with you

PLEASE NOTE: Your personal computer/access problems are not a
legitimate excuse for filing a ticket with the Pearson LearningStudio Help
Desk. You are strongly encouraged to check for compatibility of your
browser BEFORE the course begins and to take the Pearson LearningStudio
tutorial offered for students who may require some extra assistance in
navigating the Pearson LearningStudio platform. ONLY Pearson
LearningStudio based problems are legitimate.

Internet Access

An Internet connection is necessary to participate in discussions and
assignments, access readings, transfer course work, and receive feedback
from your professor. View the requirements as outlined in Technology
Requirements above for more information.

myLeo Support

Your myLeo email address is required to send and receive all student
correspondence. Please email helpdesk@tamuc.edu or call us at 903-468-
6000 with any questions about setting up your myLeo email account. You
may also access information at https://leo.tamuc.edu.

Learner Support

Go to the following link One Stop Shop- created to serve you by attempting
to provide as many resources as possible in one location.

Go to the following link Academic Success Center- focused on providing
academic resources to help you achieve academic success.

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT

Interaction with Instructor Statement
Students may contact me during the week through the virtual office, by email,
or by meeting in person in my office. I will likely not reply to emails or to
questions posed in the virtual office during the evenings or on weekends.
Please be aware that all communication in the virtual office is public, available
for the entire class to see. As a result I will not respond to questions about a
student’s grades in the virtual office in order to protect the privacy of all
students.


mailto:helpdesk@tamuc.edu
https://leo.tamuc.edu/
http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/onestopshop/
http://www.tamuc.edu/studentLife/campusServices/academicSuccessCenter/default.aspx

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY
PROCEDURES/POLICIES

Course Specific Procedures

Because your active participation in discussions is expected, attendance (or
"logging in" through your computer) is vital for success in this course. Students
must complete all assignments on time, stay current with the readings, and engage
in discussions each week. No late work will be accepted. Although differing views
and debates among class members are encouraged, I expect all students to treat
other class members with respect and courtesy. Rudeness and insulting remarks
will not be tolerated. Please be considerate of all other members of this class.

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency
and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (Student’s
Guidebook, Policies and Procedures, Conduct)

Some notes on academic integrity: All students are expected to comply with the
university’s policies regarding academic honesty. Academic Honesty Statement:
Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do not tolerate
plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. Instructors uphold and support
the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do

likewise. Penalties for students guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary
probation, suspension, and expulsion. (Texas A&M University-Commerce Code of
Student Conduct 5.b[1,2,3])

Any student who commits any infraction of the academic honesty policy as outlined
in University Policy 13.99.99.R0.10 ("Graduate Student Academic

Dishonesty") will receive a failing grade for the course. Students should consult the
policy and become familiar with the definitions and procedures.

University Specific Procedures
ADA Statement

Students with Disabilities

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute
that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.
Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be
guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of
their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please
contact:

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services
Texas A&M University-Commerce

Gee Library- Room 132

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835


http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/graduate/13.99.99.R0.10GraduateStudentAcademicDishonesty.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/graduate/13.99.99.R0.10GraduateStudentAcademicDishonesty.pdf

Fax (903) 468-8148
StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu

Student Conduct

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency
and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See Code of
Student Conduct from Student Guide Handbook). Students should also consult the
Rules of Netiquette for more information regarding how to interact with students in
an online forum: http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html

Texas A&M University-Commerce will comply in the classroom, and in online
courses, with all federal and state laws prohibiting discrimination and related
retaliation on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age,
genetic information or veteran status. Further, an environment free from
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender
expression will be maintained.

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR

Tentative Course Schedule:
June 8-12: Course Overview and Introductions

June 15-19: Osborne, Look Back in Anger;
Larkin, “Places, Loved Ones,” “Born Yesterday,” “"Church Going,”
“Toads,” “I Remember, I Remember”

e Critical response #1 due

June 22-26: Amis, Lucky Jim;
Larkin, “Mr Bleaney,” "Home is so Sad,” “"Toads Revisited,”
“Dockery and Son”
e Critical response #2 due

June 29-July 3: Kerouac, On the Road
e Critical response #3 due

July 6-9: Ginsberg, “"Howl,” “Footnote to Howl,” “"A Supermarket in
California,” “America,” "Witchita Vortex Sutra;
Corso, "I am 25" (Charters); from Happy Birthday of Death:
“1953,” “Marriage,” “Bomb,” “power,” *1959;"
from Elegiac Feelings American: “Elegiac Feelings American,”

“The American Way”

e Presentation due (uploaded to course)


mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html

