RSP 400.01E
Senior Seminar
COURSE SYLLABUS: Fall, 2014


Instructors: Dr. Ricky Dobbs
Class Time:  R 3:30-5 PM
Class Location: TBD 
Office Location: OSS 141 
Office Hours: MW 2:00-3:00 
or by appointment 
Office Phone: 903-886-5878 
Office Fax: 903-468-6077 
University Email Address: Ricky.Dobbs@tamuc.edu 

COURSE INFORMATION

Materials – Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings: 

Textbook(s) Required:

US Department of War, Instructions for American Servicemen in Britain (1942)
Greene, The Quiet American
Twain, The Innocents Abroad

Films in Class

The Mission
Bridge on the River Kwai

All books are required. Buy them now.  I will provide the films.
 
Course Description:
 
Senior Seminar attempts to bring Regent Scholars together to study a common topic as a capstone experience for their final year of the program.   In this seminar, we will read three books—one by an American, and one by a foreign author, and one by a US government agency-- about Americans away from America.  We will also watch two films about cultures clashing in different places at different times.

Having just completed your study abroad experience, you ought to be primed for insightful discussion and exploration of this topic and these works.
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
1. Students will compare, contrast and connect their experience abroad with these books and films. 
2. Students will offer informative presentations and effectively lead colleagues in a seminar discussion of these works.
3.  Students will be able to think creatively and originally in response to questions about the works and their relationship to each other. 




COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Instructional / Methods / Activities Assessments
 
Instructional Methods: Class consists primarily of book and film discussion.  We will watch two films in class.  I will not lecture formally, but might take the lead in discussion if it helps illuminate details that you need to know. Note taking is an essential skill in this class. If you do not take notes, you will not do well. This course will be seminar style.  In other words, we will all read the same works at the same pace.  

We will engage in discussion/argument/impassioned discourse over these texts, their meaning and our own experiences.  Student discussion leaders will supply a loose structure for each discussion.   A final exam will tie it all together.

Assignments: Students must complete all assignments listed below. The descriptions given are brief, and additional information will be forthcoming.
 
Discussion: Students come prepared to discuss the reading or film as scheduled.  Discussion is worth a third of your grade, or 50 points.   There are eight sessions of discussion.  That means you have  three of these where you can be somewhat quiet.  Discussion and discussion leadership are two different components of the grade.   

Film or Book Discussion Leadership: Students will be broken into groups.  Each group will be responsible for preparing a brief presentation to start discussion either of a book or of a film; groups will be assigned a particular work.  Group assignment will be random and done at the first meeting.  The group will be asked to rate each member’s contribution to the effort.  This element is worth 50 points, and that is a third of your grade.  Details will be presented at first meeting.

Final Examination:  A take-home final will be issued and it must be turned in at the designated final examination meeting time.  We will have a final activity that day.  More details later. 

Grading 

A = EXCELLENT 135 or more Points 
B = GOOD  120-134 Points 
C = AVERAGE  105-119 Points 
D = POOR 90-104 Points 
F = FAILURE less than 90 Points
 
Failure to attempt an assignment will result in failure for the course.
 


TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS

RSP 400.01E is a web-enhanced course. Delivery problems can result if technological requirements are not taken into consideration.
 
The following information has been provided to assist you in preparing to use technology successfully in this course. [List those technologies needed for your course.] 
- Internet access/connection – high speed recommended (not dial-up) 
- Headset/Microphone (if required for synchronous sessions in an online course) 
- Word Processor (i.e. MS Word or Word Perfect) 
- [List other related hardware or software necessary for your course] 

Additionally, the following hardware and software are necessary to use eCollege: 
Our campus is optimized to work in a Microsoft Windows environment. This means our courses work best if you are using a Windows operating system (XP or newer) and a recent version of Microsoft Internet Explorer (6.0, 7.0, or 8.0).
 
Your courses will also work with Macintosh OS X along with a recent version of Safari 2.0 or better. Along with Internet Explorer and Safari, eCollege also supports the Firefox browser (3.0) on both Windows and Mac operating systems.
 
It is strongly recommended that you perform a “Browser Test” prior to the start of your course. To launch a browser test, login in to eCollege, click on the „myCourses‟ tab, and then select the “Browser Test” link under Support Services.



COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT



Interaction with Instructor Statement: 

My preferred form of interaction is in person during office or before or after class. I invite you to contact me by e-mail to make appointments if you cannot come to office hours. I can be reached more easily by e-mail than by phone.

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES

Course Specific Procedures:
 
Attendance: Roll will be taken each session.   We have thirteen scheduled meetings. This is a course for which you receive credit and a grade.  Your attendance is an expression of your professionalism and buy-in.   Excused absences include participation in a University-sponsored event, illness accompanied by a doctor’s note, death in the student’s immediate family, a verifiable court appearance OR any other similar circumstance in the view of the instructor. Excuses must be turned in, in writing, to the instructor upon return to class.
 
Cell Phones and Other Electronic Irritants: For thousands of years humankind has survived without these devices. You can get by without them for three hours a week. If you must have a phone, turn off the ringer and excuse yourself from class if you get a call. Please tell anyone likely to call you that class time is off-limits.
 
Cheating: Plagiarism, appropriating or otherwise using the work of others, avoiding or aiding others in avoiding class requirements or other activities that contravene ordinary standards of academic integrity will not be tolerated. Students who cheat will be punished one or more of the following: point penalty, failure of the assignment in question or failure for the course. If you are in doubt about whether or not your conduct constitutes cheating, you had better ask the instructor. Do not find out the hard way. There are no excuses. For further clarification, check out the History Department’s academic integrity policy on the departmental webpage.
 
Slacker Clause: Failure to attempt an assignment will result in failure for the course. 


University Specific Procedures: 

ADA Statement 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact:
 
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Gee Library 132 
Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468-8148
 
StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 
Student Disability Resources & Services 

Student Conduct 
All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See Code of Student Conduct from Student Guide Handbook).
 
COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR

The schedule below shows planned weekly topics. In a perfect world, all things will go well, and there’ll be no change from this schedule. We live in an imperfect world, and so, there may be disruptions. If the schedule has to be altered, it will be altered with proper notice and always in a way that benefits students before me.
 
August 28	Introduction/Housekeeping
September 4	Twain, Pts. I, II, and III
September 11	Twain, Pts. IV and V
September 18	Twain, Pts. VI and VII and Conclusion
September 25    The Mission, Pt. 1
October   2	The Mission, concl. and Discussion
October   9	Continued discussion of The Mission
October  16	US Department of War, all
October  30	NO CLASS
November 6	Greene, all.
November 13	Bridge on the River Kwai, Pt. 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]November  20	Bridge on the River Kwai, Pt. 2
November 27	NO CLASS
December 4	Bridge on the River Kwai, conclusion and discussion.
December 11	Final Exam TBA

